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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR MARCH 11, 2022 

 
 

Weekend Snow 

AccuWeather Cleveland, Ohio, has forecasted the possibility of 1-3 inches 

of snowfall in various areas of Northeast Ohio between today and Saturday 

evening.  On Friday, Service Department crews began putting down brine 

on all City streets in preparation for the snow event.  

Snowplow crews are prepared to be out in full force around the clock to make sure our 

streets are passable and safe.  

 

Law Enforcement Training 

The Independence Police Department was proud to host two training courses for law 

enforcement officers from across the state.  One was police leadership training, which is 

referred to as PEALS, and the other involved the use of “force” training. 

 

IPD looks forward to bringing more national, state, and area instructors to the City to 

provide first-rate instruction.  
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Mental Wellness 

Have you been feeling worried, wakeful, and stressed by the Russian invasion of 

Ukraine?  You are not alone.  As happened with the pandemic, the compulsive need to 

understand what is going on and keep up with developments is taking a toll on many 

people’s mental health.  

Health experts say public engagement comes with a cost in terms of anxiety, and they 

warn that it should not be ignored.   For people who are already anxious, they may 

become significantly more stressed, as happened with Covid.    

I encourage anyone who is finding it difficult to cope to please reach out to family, 

friends, your faith community, or health care professionals and ask for help.   

Also, the City offers a wide range of quality-of-life programs and activities at the Civic 

Center.  Take a walk, work out in the gym, enjoy the indoor pool, or make time to visit 

with friends.   

We are all struggling, and there is no shame in leaning on others.   

 

 

City Bans Residents’ Use of Fireworks  

City Council voted unanimously this week to opt-out of 

House Bill 172, which goes into effect July 1.  The new 

law allows Ohioans to shoot off fireworks legally, but it 

also has a provision that allows communities to opt-out 

and enforce local bans that prohibit people from 

shooting off their consumer-grade fireworks.  

  

 

Finance Reports  

Read Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Update for 

March 11, 2022.   

 

 

 

https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-822
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Hop on Down the Elmwood Park Bunny Trail! 
Saturday, April 9th - Time slots starting at 10 AM 
• Registration opened March 5th 
• Age 10 and Under – Residents Only  
• Registration Deadline: April 1st 
• Max: 300 children 
 

Follow the Bunny Trail through Elmwood Park, making stops along the way! Bring your 

own Easter Basket and dress for the weather. 

 

Sign up online at www.independenceohio.org or call the Civic Center at 216-524-7373. 

We will be collecting canned food donations for the local food pantry at this event. 

 
 
 
Fundamentals of Design Students’ Showcase  
 

 

Independence Middle School students enrolled in Alicia Hannah’s Fundamentals of 

Design class presented their second-trimester masterpieces to their parents and staff on 

March 3.  

 

The showcase was the culmination of the 12-week class where students learned how to 

create technical drawings and architectural designs.  The students also created paintings 

showcasing the elements and principles of design, developed photographic slideshows, 

and built functioning cardboard canoes.  

 

 “Once our photography unit is complete, we delve into isometric and orthographic 

technical drawings and finish up our class with interior design and architecture using 

the Sketchup program,” said Ms. Hannah.  
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Recreation Department News 
 
 
The City wants to thank resident Joe Orlando for donating a pool 

table for the Civic Center.   

It is a great addition to the atrium that residents will enjoy for 

many years.  

 

 

 

 

Fun in the Sun 

The City has started recruiting candidates for a variety of seasonal summer positions.  It 

is easy to apply, go to the website and click the RED Job Openings star on the home 

page.  

 

 

 

 

https://independenceohio.isolvedhire.com/jobs/
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Trains & Toys 

The Independence Train and Toy Show held last weekend at the Civic Center and was a 

huge success.  Approximately 800 people attended, and nearly 90 different vendors 

participated.  

 

Kay and Dennis Peffer of KD Trains again hosted the event.  They said their goal is to 

create new and lasting family memories for children and grandchildren through the  

magic and enjoyment of model trains.  

 

Bocce Ball 

Leaders from the Bocce League met with members of the Recreation Department staff 

this week to continue planning the renovation of the bocce ball court.  Everyone is very 

excited that the improvement project will be completed this year! 
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School Holiday Special 

It might be snowing this evening, but it sure felt like spring at the Fieldhouse during 

Friday’s School Holiday Special! These spring activities included a canvas creation, 

competitive games of kickball, basketball, and nine square, and the making of a vibrant 

green “St. Patrick’s Day” slime, a school holiday special classic and student favorite!  

 
 
 

 
 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 
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